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Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre have managed to capture one of the most important years

(1947) of world history in their book. Freedom at Midnight is possibly one of the most outrageously

enthralling works of writing based on real events that I have ever read.This book is an account of

the year 1947 in context to the freedom of India from the British Raj. It opens on New Year's Day,

1947, London and takes the reader on a journey of significant events that lead to the independence

of India. On the way, the reader is introduced to many brilliant characters who shaped up the history

in that part of the world and have since left their mark that is still evident. The decisions made by

these people defined the future of millions of people.Freedom at Midnight is an intimate account of

the reasoning of these historical figures that lead to the independence and division of India. Why did

Prime Minister Clement Atlee who took office dedicated to break the Empire apart choose Louis

Mountbatten, a member of the royal family to be the last viceroy of India? Why was he the man to

administer India's freedom operation?This book is one of the most intimate accounts of the most

venerated figures in the world's history, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi aka Mahatma Gandhi. His

approach, position, attitude towards the British Raj, the Indian Congress, the political and social

blueprint that he dreamed of the Independent India. And vice-versa. As the book flows like an epic,

it gives detailed account of final days of Gandhi and who, why and how of the assassination of this

revered leader. The reader is also introduced to Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and Mohammad Ali



Jinnah.What happened to the Maharajas, the palaces, the tigers, the jewels and the harems?

The first time I read this book was years ago when I was in Graduate school, and since then I have

taken out and read my copy frequently, at times to breeze through a chapter or a reference point,

but twice to read it cover to cover all over again.Setting out at the point when (a reluctant) Lord

Mountbatten is assigned the task of dismembering the empire from its proudest colonial possession,

the book proceeds to delve deep into the principal characters involved in one of the most

remarkable events in human history. Through a combination of exquisite prose, meticulous research

and skillful narrative, Collins and Lapierre brings to life these men and women, who with their life's

work played out an irrevocable part first in the subjugation and subsequently, centuries later, to the

liberation of millions in the sub-continent.Portrayed thus in those highly textured and vivid images

are the personalities of Mahatma Gandhi, breathtakingly simple in philosophy and excruciatingly

complex in what he does; Jawaharlal Nehru, loyalties divided between his affection for the Mahatma

and (what he considered) pragmatic solutions for India's problems; Sardar Patel, the man who many

consider the "real hero"; Jinnah, unscrupulous and unflinching in his demand for Pakistan; and

Mountbatten, flamboyant, savoir-faire, and as the authors would have us believe, ever empathetic

towards India. (This last part being driven in at times with a bit too much fervour to the liking of many

who look at it from the East's perspective). Added in good measures, in deference to the west's

fascination perhaps, are revealing accounts of the Maharajas and their larger than life existences

with their elephants and their harems.
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